


i 


Leiter 


. 


+ 
*~ 





t 


Se 


National Jo 






December 17, 1823...No. 4. 


urnal (eExTRA, 








; Appointments. 


OFFICIAL. 
Appointments by the President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. 


James Brown, of Louisiana, to be Envoy Extraordinary and Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary of the United States, to France. 


A committee of ways and means, 

A committee of claims, 

A committee of commerce, 

A committee on public lands, 

A comanuttee on the post office and post roads, 
A coumittee for the Di triet of Colombia, 

A cowmittee on the judiciary, 

A committee on pensions and Revolutionary claims, 
A committee on public expenditares, 

A committee on private land claims, 

A committee on manutactures, 


A commuttee of elections, ] 


Tv consist of seven 
members each. 





Wirrarp Hact, of Delaware, to be Judge of the District in, and 
for the District of Delaware. 

Enear Macon of Virginia, to be Attorney of the United States for 
East Florida. 

Perer Ranpotru of Mississippi, to be Judge of the United States, 
for the District of Mississippi. 

Davis FLoyp, and Wm. W. Bratir, to be Commissioners for as- 
certaining claims and titles to land in the Territory of Florida . 

Joun M‘Lean, of Ohio, to be Postmaster General of the United 
States. 

Witiram Tupor, of Massachusetts to be Consul of the United 
States, at Lima, and for the ports of Peru. 

Harats E. Fupcer, of Massachusetts, to be Consul of the United 
States at the port of Santa Martha, in the Republic of Colombia. 

Smitu Tuomrson, of New-York, to be one of the Associate 
Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Rosert Wasn, of Missouri, to be Attorney of the United States, - 
for the District of Missouri. 

Samue. L. Sovrnanp, of New-Jersey, to be Secretary of the 
Navy of the United States. 

Francis W. Arnmstrone, of Alabama, to be Marshal in, and for 
the District of Aabama. . 

Cuarces M. Norton, of Mississippi, to be Marshal in, and for 
the District of Mississippi. 








RULES OF CONGRESS. 





Standing Rules and Orders for conducting business in the House of 
Representatives of the United States. 
[CONTINUED FROM FOLIo 33.] 


44. A proposition, requesting information from the President of the United 
States, or directing it to be furnished by the Head of either of the Executive De- 
paitments, or by the Postmaster General, shall hie on the table oue day for con 
sideration, unless otherwise ordered by the unanimous consent of the House ; and 
all such propositions shall be taken up for consideration in the order they were 
presented, immediately after report. are called for from s: lect committees ; aud, 
when adupted, the Cierk shall cause the same tu be delivered 

45. Any fifteen mewbers, (including the speaker, if there be one,) shall be 
authorized to compel the atteadance of absent members 

46 Upon calls of the House, or in taking the veas aud nays on any question, 
the names of the metnbers shall be called alphabetically 

47. Any member may excuse himself from serviag on any committee at the 
time 0! his appointment, if he is then a member of two other cominittees 

48 No meuber sball absent himself from the service of the House, unless he 
shall bave leave, or be sick, and unable to attend, 

49. Upon a call of the House, the names of the members shall be called over 
by the Clerk, and the absentees noted; after which the names of t.e absentees 
shali again be called over; the doors shail then be shut, and those tor whom no 
excuse, Or insufficient excuses, are mace, may, by order of those present if fifteen 
in number, be taken into custody as they appear, or may be seut for, and taken 
into custody, wherever to be found, by special messengers, to be appointed for 
that purpose J 

50. When a member shall be discharged from custody, and admitted to bis 
seat, the Honse shail determine whether such discharge shall be with or without 
paying fees; and, in like manner, whether a deluquent member, taken imto 


custody by a special mes-enzer, shail, or shall not be able tu defray the expense | 


of such special messenger. 

Si. A Se geant-at-arms shall be appointed, to hold his office during the plea- 
sure of the House, whose duty it shall be to attend the House during its sitting; 
w execute the Commands of the House from ume to time; together with atl suc! 


process, issued by authority therevf, as shal! be directed tu him by Lue Speaker. | 


52. The fees of the sergeant at-arms shall be, fo: ey ery arrest, the sum oi; two 
dollars ; fur each day's custody and releasement, one dolar; aud for traveding 
expenses for himself or a special messenger, going and i turning, Ouc tenth of a 
dotiar per mile. 


53 Nineveen standing committees shall be appointed at the commencement of 
each sessiun, viz: 


A committee on agriculture, 

A commitice ou Indian affairs, 

A coinmittee on military affairs, 

A committee on naval affairs, 

A committee on foveign affairs, 

A committee of revisal ana upfinished business, and To consist of three 

A committee of accounts, members each. 

It shall be the duty of the said Committee of Elections to examine and report 
apon the certificates of election or other credentials of the members retutued to 
serve in this House,-and to take into their consideration ali such petitions, and 
other matters touching elections and returns, as shall or may be presented, or 
come in question, and be referred to them by the House. 

It shall be the daty of the said committee of Ways and means to take into con- 
sideration all such reports of the Treasury Department, and al] such propositions 
relative to the revenue, as may be referred to them by the House ; to inquire into 
the state of the public debt, or the revenue, and of the expenditures, and to re- 
port, from time to time, their opinion thereon, to examine into the state of the 
several public departments, and particularly into the laws making appropriations 
of moneys, aad to report whether the moneys have been disbursed couformably 
with such laws; and, also, to report, from time to time, such provisions and ar- 
rangements as may be necessary to add to the economy of the departments, and 
the accountability of their officers, 

In preparing bills of appropriation for other objects, they shall not include ap- 
propriationo for carrying into effect treaties made by the United States; and 
where an appropriation bill shall be referred to them, for their consideration, 
which contains appropriations for carrying a treaty into effect, and for other ob- 
jects, they shail propose such amendments as shall prevent appropriations fo) 
carrying a treaty into effect being included in the same bill with appropriations 
for other objects, 

It shall be the duty of the said Committee of Claims to take into consideration 
all such petitions and matters or things touching claims and demands on the United 
States, a+ shall be presented, or shall or may come in question, and be referred to 
them by the House; and to report their opinion thereupon, together with such 
propositions for thei rehef therein, as to them shall seem expedient, 

It shall be the duty of the said Committee of Comme:ce to take into considera- 
tion all such petitions and matters or things touching the commerce of the United 
States, as shall be presented, or shall or may come into question, and be referred 
to them by the House, and to report, from time to time, their opinion thereon, 

It shall be the duty of the said Gommiuttee on the Public Lands to take into 
Covsideration all such petitions and matters or thimgs respecting the lands of the 
United States, as shai! be presented, or shall or may come in question, and be re- 
| ferred to them by the House; and to report their opinion thereupon, together 
| with such propositions for relief therein, as to them shall seem ex pedient. 
| It shall be the duty of the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads to 
| take into consideration all such petitions and matters or things touching the post 
| office and post roads, as shall be presented, or may come in question, and be re- 
| ferred to them by the House; and-to report their opinion thereapon, together 
with such propositions relative thereto, as to trem shail seem ex pedient.. 

it shall be the duty of the Committee for the District of Columbia to take inte 
| consideration ail such petitions, mutters or things, touching the said District, as 
j Shall be presented, or shall come in question, and be referred to them by the 
House; and to report their opinion thereon, together with such propositions rela- 
tive thereto, as to thei shall seem expedient. 

It shall be the duty of the said Committee on the Judiciary to'take into consi - 
deration all suck petitions, aud matters, or things, touching judicial proceedings, 
as shall be presented, or may come in question, and be referred to them by the 
House ; aud to report their opinion thereupon, together with such propositions re- 
lative thereto, as to them shall seem expedient. 


(Continued to folio 65.) 














THE CONGRESS. 


FIRST SESSION, EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS 


Bocuments, 


Documents accompanying the Message of the President of the Uni- 
ted States, to both Houses, at the commencement of the first Session 

of the Eighteenth Congress. 

DOCUMENTS FROM THE WAR DEPARTMENT. 


[CONTINUED FROM FOLIO 48 ] 

Easterly winds, if preponderating over the resistance of the mat- 
ter and the op; osition of the eurrent, would wear away this bank, 
and spread the sand over the interior of the basin. ‘The basin 
currents, but forthe same resistance, would deposit part of the sand 











in the lake, and part in the basin. An equilibrium between the 












































































51 


NATIONAL JOURNAL EXTRA.—Dec. 17, 1823.—No. 4. 








== = 





three, has, in all probability, determined the general form of the 
shoal; and with slight variations has maintained, and will stilt 
continue to maintain, the present form. The variations here al- 
juded to, are due to the greater or less violence and frequency of 
easterly winds ; and to the greater or less violence of the basin cur- 
rents consequent upon westerly winds; or, in other words, to a 
difference of the seasons, and have no important bearing on the 
project before us. It is important to remember, that westerly 
winds can do little or nothing towards heaping up, or carrying 
away, sand at the mouth of the basin ; as this mouth, with those 
winds, is under the lee of the Presque Isle. 

On the considerations stated above, it seems obvious that no 
help can be derived from the current in clearing a navigable 
passage through the bar, unless its velocity can be considerably 
increased. 

With a view to this increase of current, the Board propose to 
form two parallel embankments, separated 200 feet, from near 
Blockhouse Point to deep water in the lake; and, with the ex- 


ception of this passage, to close the whole of the month of the | 


basin, by a line of contiguous piles from Block-house Point to 
Hospital Point, terminating the embankment, in the lake, by two 
strong piers, each standing obliquely to the line of embankment 
with which it is connected ; andin the basin, by placing the parts 
within the line of piles, also obliquely. ‘The general direction of 
the currents will be the same after the construction of this work 
as before ; but the force, it is presumed, will be sufficiently aug- 
mented, by the contraction of the passage, to sweep away not only 
the sand between the embankments, but also that which lies be- 
tween the inner end of the artificial channel and deep water of the 
basin. Admitting the current to be adequate to that object, when 
not opposed by the wind ; we will now see whether this opposition, 
or the action of the wind, in any respect, will be likely to prevent 
a profitable result from this project. Easterly winds will throw a 
heavy swell into and against the mouth of the artificial channel, 
and will doubtless prevent the waters, coming out with their load, 
from transporting it far into the lake; the sands brought out by the 
current when the winds are still, and dropped when the stream 
ceases to have sufficient velocity to bear them along, may, also, by 
these winds, be driven back; and thus a new bar be formed near 
the mouth: but, as the moving of the sand by this carrent will 
cease as soon as a certain depth is attained, (for the velocity will 
diminish as the depth increases, until at last the inertia of the 
matter will be in equilibrium with the velocity,) aaa part will be 
carried into the basin, where winds will not disturb it: and as a 
part of that carried into the lake will be driven by the waves upon 
the shoal to the right and left of the channel, where it must re- 
main, as there will no longer be a current over this shoal, itis pre- 
sumed that the new bar cannot be of sufficient elevation to impede 
the navigation. Should, however, an impediment be raised by 
the action of the winds, there is reason to believe that it will be but 
temporary and of trifling inconvenience ; because easterly winds, 
which are rare, alone tend to form that bar, while the current 
which ensures the subsidence of that wind, and both the current 
resulting from westerly winds, which are the prevailing, will suc- 
cessively operate to remove it. 

{‘he Board have considered the habits of the waters of Lake 


Erie and Presque Isle Bay so peculiar and so different from those | 


of rivers, where similar expedients are generally unavailing, as_ 
to justify the project which has been described above. But so; 
difficult is it to foresee all the effects where such inconsistant | 
and powerful agents are to operate, that they might not have | 
ventured to propose it, were it not a necessary part of the only 
plan which can be resorted to in the event of the augmented cur- 
rent failing to do, or to do thoroughly the work here assigned it. 

Supposing then that the current is not found strong enovgh to: 
clean out and narrow the passage, it will be necessary to con- 
tinue the embankment inward to deep water, and to clear out the 
whole by dredging. 

Should it be found that the current leaves a deposite in the 
channel. the line of piles must be drawn up or sawed off, when as 
but a small part of the waters will go through the channel, the 
deposition will be very inconsiderable. 

It now remains to describe the project more in detail. 

'l’he dike from Hospital to Block-House Point, must be a single 
row of contiguous piles 25 feet in length, having their tops three 
feet above the surface of the water. The touching sides of the 
piles should be hewed. 














Each embankment should be formed by first driving a row of 








contiguous piles, like the above, along the edge of the channe 
A line of round timber should then be laid upon the sand at the 
distance of 12 feet towards the shore; {rom the line of piles, con- 
necting these round timbers every 12 feet with the line of the 
piles, by round tie-pieces morticed both to the piles and the tim- 
bers. Upon the first row of round timbers a second must be 
raised, connected to the line of piles in the same way (but to 
different pi'es) as the first, by similar tie-pieces- -Then a third 
row of horizontal timbers, and so on until the line of horizontal 
timbers is even with, or a little above the surface. The line of 
timber being raised to the proper height and connected with the 
ine of piles round, 25 feet piles should be driven every 16 feet, 
so as to bear against the inside of the line of horizontal timbers. 
Another row of round piles, about 15 inches diameter, and 25 
feet long, should then be driven on the inside of the line of con- 
tiguous piles and bearing against it, as guard-piles, or fenders ; 
these should be 16 feet apart and connected to each other at top 
by a 15 inch square cap-piece, morticed on; the height of the 
top of this cap-piece, and of the top of the line of contiguous piles, 
should be about 3 feet above the water. Rafters should then be 
laid every 4 leet morticed at one end into the cap-piece, and at 
the other intv the upper horizontal timber. The space being 
then filled with brush and sand and gravel, or, better still, with 
stones and gravel, the whole should be covered with two inch 
planks, well fastened down to the rafters. 

The piers at the extremities of the embankments should be 
made by driving contiguous piles all around, and connecting thes 
with piles driven here and there in the enclosed space, filling the 
interior with sioues and gravel. Guard or fender piles shouid be 
driven all around on the outside 10 feet apart and connected at 
top by a cap-piece, which should be well tied to the interior piles. 

‘The distance between the two embankments is proposed to be 
200 feet ; but should dredging ultimately be necessary to clear 
the channel, the depended part need be but 100 feet wide, which 
will leave a berm of 50 feet, or rather, as the sand would not 
stand at a steep slope, there would be a very gentle slope of 50 
feet base on each side. 

On reference to the drawings herewith, it would be seen that 
it is proposed to have 10 feet of water in the channel , and that 
from the length of the piles this depth may be made some feet 
greater without endangering the stability .f the embankment. It 
will also be seen that the sand rests upon clay ; this substance is 
rather mud than clay, and it is believed that, considering the 
depth at which it is supposed to lie on an average, the occurrence 
of this substance is fortunate for the project—whether the currents 
are made to effect the excavation or the dredging machine. 

The direction of the present narrow channel seems to indicate 
that there occasionally a current setting out of the small bay to 


‘the north of Block-House Point; indeed, that there is such a cur- 


rent at times is confidently asserted by some of the most intelli- 
gent observers of the habits of these waters. If such be the fact, 
it may be expected that the shoal to the north of the embankment 
will be deepened and a convenient outer harbour be formed there. 

Little need be-said in reference to the importance of having a 
good harbor in this part of Lake Erie. ‘The rapid increase of 
populatton; the fertility of the soil ; the connection which this 
lake has with the communications, natural and artificial, extend- 
ing, on one hand, into the depths of the wilderness, and, on the 
other, to the extremes and centre of the maritime frontier, all 
indicate that present active and important commerce. well worthy, 
as it now is, of all solicitude, must greatly and rapidly augment. 
Excepting the basins of Erie and Sandusky, there is not a harbor 
of any capacity between Buffalo and the Islands; and these, as 
well as the smaller ones, are obstructed by bars, and have chan-; 
nels(shoal as they are) so intricate, that vessels, under stress o 
weather, can seldom resort to them for refuge. It often happens, 
that vessels, not being able to enter the harbor, either from too 
great a draught ot water, or from the difficulty of working their 
way in, are driven back, by adverse winds, from one end of the 
lake to the other. 

The importance of the harbor of Erie, for naval purposes, will 
depend upon the adoption of the policy of carrying on any future 
war with Canada, wholly, or in part, upon these upper lakes. 
Should that policy prevail, or should the United States be driven 
to defensive measures, then, by the operations of the enemy, it 
will be of the first importance to have the water over the bar at 
Erie at least ten feet. ‘The American squatron, during the late 
war, were obliged to cross this bar without their armaments. 
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Had the enemy, then blockading, known the real depth on the 
bar, this squatiron must have yielded without resistance. 

Besides even supposing that no naval operations were contem- 
plated by this government, or provoked by the enemy, it would 
still be a matter of no small moment to maintain a sufficient naval 
force to protect the commerce of the lakes from the privateering 
of the enemy, which would otherwise cut off alb communications 
between the lakes and the maritime frontier, by the way of the 
great westero canal; and, if we confine our view to this descrip- 
tion of naval force alone, the improvement of the harbor of Erie is 


obviously a matter of primary importance. 





BERNARD, Brigadier General. } 


JOS. G. TOT TEN, Maj. Engr’s. Bt. Lt. Col. 


EwGinBER DEPARTMENT, Topographical Office. ‘ | 


Estimate—No. 1. 
Of the quantities of materials and expense necessary for the construction o 
the projected Dikes, Embankments, and Piers, in the Harbor of Erie. 
Dike. 


A Dike, constructed of piles, of 12 inches diameter, and 25 feet in length, (the 
touching sides being hewed,) Length of Dike, from Hospital Point to Block 
House Point, 950 yards, No. of piles 2850—2580 
piles, at $1, CACH, cece cecececesess se reeeeeeererere +$2,550 00 ‘a 

Total of the expenses for construction of dike,+. vio cCcadaw ess cocese epee 00 


Empankments—North side. 


f 


2,850 00 

Contiguous piles, 12 inches diameter and 25 feet in 

length, the touching sides being hewed—length of em- 

bankment 826°666 yards. Nuinber of piles 2480—2430, 
at one dollar each, secees OCR CE ee Sheets Leeeereereeere 2,480 00 
Round timber, 12 inches diameter, and about 50 feet 
im length, to be laid horizontally, at the distance of 12 
feet from the line of piles—average depth of water 7 
feet 131 —length of embankment 826,666 yards. 

1608 


Number of piles 552—582 logs, at $0 75 each,+eereere 
Round tie-pieces, 6 inches diameter—morticed both 
to the piles and to the timber at every 12 feet, the mean 
depth of water being 7 feet Number of piles 1,240— 
1240 round tie- pieces, at 25 cts. each, cesses sere eeeerese 

Round piles, 15 inches diameter, and 25 feet in length, 
as guard piles for the inside line of contiguous piles, 16 
feet apart. Number of piles 155, at $i each, 

Round piles, 12 inches diameter, and 22 feet in length, 
as guard piles for the line of horizontal timbers, in the 
exterior of the embankment, 16 feet apart. Number of 
piles 155—155 round piles at $l CACH, s+ cocccescccsece 

Cap pieces, 15 inches square, morticed iv the guard 
piles, 24 feet in length. Number of pieces 104—104 cap 
-pieces at $1 50 CACh, cosccccccccece eeeeteeseseeereseseees 


436 50 


310 00 


155 00 


155 00 


156 00 


To be continued. 





Proceedings. 


‘ 


and, on motion of Mr. Jounson, of Lousiana, the President of the 
Senate was requested to give notice of this resiguation to the Exe- 
cutive of the State of Lousiana 


Mr. Barsovr submitted the following resolution, which wae 

read and laid over for consideration: Resolved, That the Com- 

mittee on Military Affairs be instructed to inquire into the expe- 

diency of pas-ing a law, authorizing the proper department to sel- 

tle, on equitable terms, the claims of Virgina against the govern- 

ment of the United States, arising from advances made by Virginia 

during the late war.* 

Mr. Lowate presented three petitions of persons confined in 

prison, in ove of the districts of the State of Pennsylvania, and 

who where prevented from taking advantage of the act jor the rc- 

lief of persons in their situation, by the absence of the District 
Judge, and praying for relief from Congress ; which were referred 
to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Lioyp, of Mass., presented the petition of Wm. and Her- 
ry Gray, of Boston, praying the interposition of the Government 
io the case of the ca)iure of the brig Otter and cargo, belonging to 
them, by a Spanish vessel, aod their condemnation at Porto Rico ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Dickerson offered a resolution providing for the appoint- 
ment of a Joint Committee of the two Houses, to make such dis- 
position of the rooms in the Centre Building of the Capitol, as the 
| business and convenience of the two Houses of Congress may re- 
quire. 

Mr. Benron gave notice that he should, to-morrow, ask leave to 
introduce a joint resolution, proposing an amendment of the con- 
stitution of the United States, so as to provide that the election of 
President and Vice President shall be made immediately by the 
People, without the iutervention of Electors. 

Mr. Dickerson presented a petition, which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

The resolutions offered yesterday, by Mr. Brown, of Ohio, pro- 
viding for the appointment of a committee on Roads and Canals, 
and by Mr. Jonnson, of Ky. for a committee to inquire into the 
expediency of abolishing imprisonment lor debt, were again seyer- 
ally read and passed. 

Mr. Barron presented a petition of Eleanor Danzell, stating 
that herson, who provided her only aseans of support, fell in battle 
during the late war, and praying for a pension trom the govera- 
ment; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, offered ‘the following resolution, 
which was read, and laid over for consideration: Resolved, That 
the committee on the Judiciary be instructed ,to inquire into the 
expediency of forming and constituting three additional Judicial 
Circuits to be added to the present oumber, with an additional 
Judge to each, viz. one to be composed of the States of Tennes- 
see and Alabama; one of Mississippi and Louisiana, and one of 
indiana, IMinois and Missouri—also, to inquire into the expe- 





ee 


SENATE. 
Tuesday, December 9, 1823.—Sixth day. 


Mr. Brown, of Ohio, offered the following resolution, which was 
read and laid over for consideration, viz: Resolved, ‘That a Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals be appointed, with leave to report by 
bill or otherwise. 

The engrossed resolution amending the 31st rule of the Senate, 
80 as to place the power of appointing the Standing Committees 
in the hands of the presiding officer, had its third reading, and 

passed, as engrossed: and, on moton of Mr. Barpovr, it was or- 
dered that the Standing Committees of the Senate be now ap- 
pointed. 

On motion of Mr. Laxman, the Senate then proceeded to the 
consideration of Executive business; and, after the doors were 
ope:.-d— 

Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, offered the following. resolution ; 
which was read and Jaid over for consideration ; Resolved, ‘Vhat a 
Select Commit.ee of five members, be appointed to consider the 
expediency of abolishing imprisonment for debt; with leave to re- 
port by bill or otherwise. 

The Senate then adjoured. 


Wednesday, December 10, 1823.—Seventh day. 


A letier was received from the Hon. James Brown, (recently 





diency of amending the law respecting the Judiciary of the United 
States, so as to require a concurrence of at least seven Judges in 
any opinion, which may involve the validity of the laws of the 
United States, or of the States respectively + 

On motion of Mr. Houmes, of Maine, the Senate proceeded to 
the election of a Chaplain on their part. On the first ballot, no 
choice was made, the votes being as follows, and 20 necessary to 
achoice; Rev. Ur. Staughton had 17; Rev. Mr. M‘llvaine 9; 
Rev. Mr. Post 8; Rev Mr. Allen 4. 





* Mr. B. stated, previous to offering the resolution, that sundry claims, for 
advances during the late war, had existed in favour of the State of Virginia, 
against the General Government, the principal part of which had been allowed 
by the Department to which belonged the adjustment of such claims; but, as 
there were still several items of the account which the accounting officer did 
not think it within their prevince to allow, he had been instructed to endeavor 
to obtain the passage of an act of Congress in relation to these claims, 

t M. J. of Kentucky, said he had made a fruitless attempt, at the last session, 
to obtain information through a committee, concerning the expediency of a new 
organization of the Judiciary powers of the country—that the measure was then 
thought to he premature ; but recent events had proved that it was not so. He 
thought it the duty of Congress to remedy the defect which he believed to exist 
in this department of the government—that tremendous evils might result to the 
country, from the powers imparted to its Judiciary, when a whole State, and a 
State that had always been loyal to the Government, might be convulsed to its 
very centre by a judicial decision. He did not mean these remarks as reflecting 
upon the condcet of the judges, for he believed them to be highly enlightened 
and ivtelhgent. But whatever degree of talent or integrity might be possessed 
by the judges, Mr. J. suid he considered, in this case, only the tenure of their 
offices, and their responsibility. Some remedy for the defects to which he had 
alluded, he believed must ere long be adopted, to preserve the purity of onr 








appointed Minister to France.) resigning his seat in the Senate ; 


political institutions. 
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On the second balloting, the votes were as follows: Rev. D. 
Staughbton had 22; Rev. Mr. M‘Iivaine 8; Rev. Mr. Post 7; 
Rev. Mr. Allen 2; And the Rev. Dr. Staucnton was declared to 
be elected Chaplain of the Senate, for the present session. 

On motion of Mr. Barsovr, so much of the President’s Mes- 
sage as relates to the foreigh relations of the couutry, was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

On motion of Mr. Lioyp, of Massachusetts, so much of the Mes. 
sage as relates to naval affairs, was referred to the Committee on 

Affairs, 
MSS dues of Mr. Dickerson, so much of the Message as relates 
to manufactures, was referred to the Committee on Commerce and 
Manofactures. ‘Ihe Senate then adjourned. 


Thursday, December 11th, 1823.—Eighth day. 


Mr. Hormes, of Maine, submitted the following resolution, which 
was read, and laid over for consideration : ; . 

Resolved, That the Committee of Finance be tnstructed to in- 

uire whether any further provisions are necessary to prevent 
frauds in the revenue, on the eastern frontier of the United States. 

Mr. Rucexes presented a petition of George Paul, praying addi- 
tional compensation for sefvices rendered to Government on the 
Cumberland Road ; which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. we , 

Mr. Finptay presented the petition of Joseph S. M‘Pherson, a 
master commandant in the service of the United States, stating that 
he is unable to adjust a balance against him on the books of the 
Treasury of the United States, in consequence of the loss of his 
vouchers, and praying relief from Congress ; which was referred 
to the Committee on Claims. ' 

Mr. Barton submitted the following resolution, which was read, 
and Jaid over for consideration : sienuy izeli 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire into the 
expediency of making further provisions, by law, for the final deci- 
sion of incomplete titles to lands held under the authority of France 
or Spain, in the state of Missouri and territory of Arkansas. 

And also, into the expediency of making further provision by law 
io perfect the titles to lands located by virtue of warrants issued 
under the act of Congress of the 17th February, 1815, entitled 
«“ An act for the relief of the inhabitants of the late county oi New 
Madnd, inthe Missouri Territory, who suffered by earthquakes, 

Mr. Hayne gave notice that he should, on Monday next, ask leave 
to introduce a resolution proposing to the Legislatares of the seve- 
ral states an amendment ofthe Constitution of the United States. 80 
as to secure the election of President and Vice President of the 
“United States by the Electors, and prevent the election fromde- 
volving, in any event, on the House of Representatives. 

Mr. Noste presented the petition of Israel T, Canby, Executor, 
stating that his property was taken for the use of the government 
during the late war, and praying compeusation therefor ; which 

v1 i Claims. 
was referred to the Committee on 

In pursuance of notice given yesterday, Mr, Benton aske*, and 
obtained, leave to introduce the following resolution, which passed 

asecond reading— , 

” Rewteed by the Senaie and House of Representatives of the United Siatesof 
America in Congress assembled. two-thirds of both Houses concurring, That the 
followin amendment vf the Constitution of the United States be proposed to the 
1 oslhenath of the several States, which, when ratified by the Legisiatures of 
three-fourths of the whole number of states, shall be valid to all inteuts and 

t of the said Constitution : : pss : 
— Moat, for } aia of eleeting a President and Vice President of the Uni- 
ted States each State shall be divided, by the Legislature thereof, into a num- 
ber of districts equal to the whole number of Senators and Representatives tc 
which such State may be entitled in the Congress ; each district shall be com- 
vosed of contiguous territory, and shall contain, as nearly as may be, an €qnal 
La of persons, entitled, by the Constitution, to be represented, and on such 
days as Congress shail determine, which days shall be the same throughout the 
United States, the citizens of each state, who may be qualified to vote for a 
Rerresentative in Congress, shall meet at such places within their respective 
districts as the Legislature of each State shall appoint ; and each, in his proper 

erson, shall vote for Président and Vice President, one of whom, at the least, 
Shall not be an inhabitant of the same State with himself; and separate tripli- 
cate lists shall be kept of all the voters, and of all the votes given for each per- 
son as President, and for each as Vice President. Al) the votes, so given in each 
district shall be collected, forthwith, in such manner as the Legislature of the 
State ‘may direct, at some one convenient place within. the district ; and the 
votes given for each candidate shall be added together, and the person having 
the grvatest number of votes for President, and the one having the greatest num- 
der Of votes for Vice President, shall be certified as duly preferred in said dis- 
trict, and shall be entitled to one vote each for the respective offices for which 
they are candidates ; but, if two or more persons shall have an equal number 
of votes, im such district election, for the same office, then the returning officers 
shall decide between them, and certify accordingly. Triplicate certificates of 








could not furnish the necessary funds. He 





-- 


the whole number of votes given for each candidate shall be made out, and 


transmitted, in such manner as Congress may direct, to the seat of government 
of the United States, addressed tothe President of the Senate: The President 
of the Senate shall, in presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be counted. The person hav- 
ing the-greatest number of votes for President shall be the President, if such 
number be equal toa majority of the whole number of electoral districts within 
the United States ; and ifno person have such majority, then the President 
shall be chosen by the House of Representatives, from the three having the 


greatest number of votes for President, in the manner now prescribed by the 
Constitution. 


The person having the greatest number of v tes for Vice President, shall be 
the Vice President, if such number be equal to ~ majority of the whole number 
of electoral districts, and.if no person have suca majority, then the Vice Presi- 
dent shall be chosen by the Senate, from the two persons haying the greatest 


number of votes for that office, in the manner now prescribed by the Consti- 
tution. 


On motion of Mr. Surrn, it was ordered that so much of the Pre- 
sident’s Message as relates to financial concerns, be referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Cuanpier, it was ordered that so much of the 


Message as relates to the Militia, be referred to the Committee on 
the Militia. 


Mr. Van Buren presented the 
New-York ; stating that property belonging to the petitioner was 
seized by the French, at Hamburg, in the year 1807 ; that the cap- 
ture was without just cause, and that the property, without any trial 
or civil process whatever, was appropriated to the purposes of the 
French government ; that the claim is one of a nature the most'ma- 
nifest ; and praying the assistance of the government to obtain its 


allowance : which petition was referred to the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations. 


Mr. Barton submitted the followin 
and laid over for consideration : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed.to inquire 
into the expediency of allowing the claim of Samuel Gilbert, of the 
state of Missouri, for property taken from him by the Sac Indians 
in 1815, after they had notice of the treaty of peace with Great Bri- 
tain, but, before the treaty was concluded with those Indians in 
1816, by the second article of which they were bound to restore that 
property ; but were afterwards released by the United States from 
that obligztion. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Bansour, 
the Committee on Military Affairs to inquire in 
allowing certain claims of the state of Virginia, for money advanced 
on account of the general government, during the late war, was 
again read for consideration. A letter from the Governor of Vir- 
ginia, in relation to the claim, was also read.* 

On motion of Mr. Surrn, it was ordered to lie upon the table. 

The resolution offered yesterday, by Mr. Jounson, of Kentucky, 
instracting the Committee on the Judiciary to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing three new Judicial Districts, &c. was 
again read. 

On motion of Mr. Barzovr, the resolution was so amended, as to 
require that, i. the cases contemplated in the latter part of this re- 
solution, the opinions of the judges should be given separately, aud 
recorded. ‘The resolution was then, on motion of Mr. Earon, or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Eaton, offered the following resolution : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be instructed 


to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the settlement, on 
principles of equity, of the accounts of the late Rober 
master for West ‘fennessee in the years 1816, 1817 
of extending to him such other and further relief, 
committee, he may seem to be entitled. Adjourned. 

* Mr. Smita had no objection to the resolution, if it were made to include all 


sirmlar claims. The State of Maryland and others had similar claims and the 
principle should also extend to them. 
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Mr BaArsouwr said the claim of Virginia was one of a peculiar nature. That 


State had been compelled to,borrow money of, 


and lay taxes upon, her’< i 
tizens, (which were cheerfully paid,) sa ious 


when the United States? Treasury 


had presented the case as he had 
been instructed, on the part of the state of Virginia and wished to see no other 


associated with it. Other cases if similar, could be referred 
mittee, and if alike, one bill might be brought in for all. 
bir, LLoxn of Md. did not oppose the claim of Virginia, 


of Maryland was equally just, and wished the resolution 
as all others. if 


to embrace it, as well 

Mr. BARBouR did not question the claim of Maryland, Ris objection was to 

uniting the two claims ; his proposition affected no Other, and should be acted 
upon itself. 

Mr. Smitu,. considered the subject under consideration, 


and did not wish to act upon it without reflection. 
on the table. 


to the same com- 


but thought the case 


an important one, 
He therefore moyed to lay it 
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Friday, December 12th, 1823.—Ninth day. 


Mr. Lownie, presented the memorial of the City and County of 
Philadelphia, praying a revision of the present tariff; and the pe- 
tition of Richard O'Brien, praying tbat his accounts, as Consul at 
Algiers, may be settled, by the proper accounting officer, upon 
principles of equity, with reference to the modes of doing business 
at Algiers. 

Pg” =e the petition of Eliza Dill, one of the heirs of Gen. 
Arthur St. Clair, stating that the Government is indebted to her 
late father for military services, and praying for relief of Congress. 

Mr. Barron, the petition of Isaac Clark, concerning certain 
quarter sections of land. Which memorial and petitions, were seve- 
rallyreferred. 

On motion of Mr. Jounsoy, of Louisiana, the petitions of Thad- 
deus Mayhew, and of Marie Louise de la Gautrois, which were 
presented at the last session, but not then acted upon, were again 
referred. . 

The resolution offerred, yesterday, by Mr. Houmes, of Maine, 
instructing the Committee of Finance to inquire whether any fur- 
ther provisions are necessary to prevent frauds in the revenue, on 
the eastern frontier of the United States, was again read and passed. 

The resolutions submitted yeaterday by Mr. Barton, concerning 


the French and Spanish titles to lands in Missouri and Arkansas; 


and respecting the claim of Samuel Gilbert, of Missouri, was taken 
up, and passed. ; 

The joint resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Baron, proposing 
an amendment of the Constitution, so as to give the election of 
President and Vice President to the people, in primary assemblies. 
was read a second time. 

On motion of Mr. Macon, it was ordered that, hereafter, when 
the Senate adjourns on Fridays, it will adjourn till the ensuing 
Monday, unless otherwise ordered. And the Senate then adjourned. 





Standing Committees of the Senate. 


On Foreign Relations.— Messrs. Barbour, King of N. Y. Macon, Jackson and 
Elliott. 

On Finance.—Messrs. Smith, Macon, King of N. ¥. Holmes of Me. Lowrie. 

On Commerce and Manufactures.—Messrs, Dickerson, Ruggles, D’Wolf, 
Findlay and Lloyd of Mass. 

On Military Affairs.—Messrs. Jackson, Benton, Chandler, Taylor of Ind. 
and Johnson of Ken. 

On the Militia.—Messrs. Chandler, Findlay, Knight, Branch and Bell. 

On Naval Affairs — Messrs. Lloyd of Mass. Williams, Perrott, Lloyd of Md. 
and Hayte. 

On Publie Lands.—Messrs. Barton Thomas, Williams, Eaton and Lowrie. 

On Indian Affairs —Messrs. Benton, Edwards of Illi Jobnson of Lou. Elliott 
and Edwards of Conn. 

On Claims.—Messts Ruggles, Holmes of Miss. Palmer, Bell, and M‘Tivaine. 

On the Judiciary.—Messrs. Van Beureo, Holmes of Me. Talbot, Brown of 
Ohio and Seymour. 

On the Post Office and Post Roads.—Messrs. Lanman, Johnson of Ken. Holmes 
ef Miss. Knight and M‘Ilvaine. 

On Pensiors.—Messrs Noble, Talbot, Johnson of Lou. Lanman and Branch. 

On the District of Columbia.—Messrs. Lloyd of Md. Barbour, Noble, Eaton 
and Parrott. 


Of Accounts.—Messrs. Seymour, Edwards of Con. Hayne. 
On the Library —Messrs. Dickerson, Elliott, and Williams. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tuesday, December 9th.— Sixth day. 


Two new Members, viz. Mr. Rives, of Virginia, and Mr. 
Lonerent ow. of Maine, appeared, were qualified, and took their 
seats. 

On motion of Mr. Coox, Resolved, That the petition of James 
Mitehell to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and the 
accompanying documents, be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Campre enc, Resolved, That the Committee 
en Naval Affairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
continuing pensions to the widows or to the orphans of all offi- 
cers, seamen, and marines, who may have been slain in the pub 
lic or private armed vessels of the United States, or who may have 
died of wounds received while inthe service of theircountry ; and 
to all other widows or orphans who may have been placed on the 
Navy pension roll, by special acts of Congress : and of authorizing 
the payment of such sums as may be due those widows and orphans 
whose pensions may have been suspended. 














Resolved, ‘That the said committee be further instructed to in 
quire into the expediency of granting pensions to Lydia Allen ani 
Penelope Denny. 

On motion of Mr. Srronc, N. ¥. Resolved, That. the, Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of giving concurrent jurisdiction to the Supreme or Superior Court 
of law, of the respective States, in cases arising under the act, ea 
titied “ An act to extend the privilege of obtaining patents for use- 
ful inventions and discoveries, and (o enlarge aud define the penal- 
ties for violating the rights of patentees.”’ 

Mr.’ Hemwpuiie presented the following resolution: Resolved, 
That the subject of Roadsand Canals be referred to a select com- 
mittee. 

On this resolution the House divided. It was agreed to, 86 voles 
to 77. And Messrs. Hemphill, Cuthbert, Sharpe, Stewart, Henry, 
Herkimer, and Rives were appointed the committee. 

On motion of Mr. PLumenr, of New-Hampshire, Resolved, That 
the committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of allowing costs in cases where damages may be re- 
covered for the violation of the rights of patentees, under the 
several acts concerning the issue of patents for useful discoveries 
and inventions. 

On motion ot Mr. Caiu, Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Public Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
img to the Territory of Florida a tract of 1,280 acres of land, at 
the point designated for the permanent Seat of Government in said 
Territory : and, further, to inquire into the expediency of granting 
to the Cities of Pensacola and St. Augustine, certain public lots 
within the limits of said cities, respectively. 

On motion of Mr. Futter, Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the expediency of repealing 
or modifying an act, entited “* An act to lessen the compensation 
of Marshals, Clerks, and Attorneys, in the casses therein men- 
tioned.” 

Mr. Brent offered the following: Resolved, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be directed to transmit to this House all the pa- 
pers, books, and reports, which have been forwarded by the several 
Boards of Commissioners and Registers of land Titles, in relation 
to the adjustment of land Claims derived from the French and 
Spanish authorities, situated in that part of the State of Louisiana 
which constituted the late ‘I'erritory of Orleans. 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the T'reasury be directed to in- 
form this House, whether the Report of the late Register of the 
Land office at Opelousas, in Louisiana, upon the Land Claims sub- 
mitted to his consideration by the act of Congress, approved 11th 
Way, 1820, has been received, aud, if not, of the cause and reasons 
of the delay of the said Register in making said Report. 

On motion of Mr. Jennines, Resolved, That the Committee on 
the Public Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
reserving from sale a portion of the public lands through which a 
canal may be instructed to unite the navigable waters of the rivers 
Wabash and the Miami of Lake Erie, and to grant a portion of 
such lands for the purpose of constructing such Canal. 

On motion of Mr. Cook, Resolved, ‘That so much of the several 
acts of Congress, passed for the admission of Indiana and Missouri 
into the Union, as sets apart a portion of the money, arising from 
the sales of the public lands in those states, for the purpose of con- 
structing roads and canals leading to those states respectively, be 
relerred to a Select Commiitee.* 

The committee consists of Messrs. Cook, Seott, Jennings, Mar- 
tindale, Brent, Cushman, and Collins. 

On motion of Mr. Wuirrie, Resolved, ‘That the Committee on 
Military Affairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
providing by taw for an additional number of Quartermasters and 
Assistants to be employed in the Quartermasiers Department of 








* Mr. Scort, of Missouri, inquired what was the precise object of the mover 
of this resolution. 

Mr. Coox explained: that, by the several acts for the admission into the 
Union of the States referred to iv the resolution, three per cent. of the nett 
amount of the proceeds of the sales Of public lands was set apart for the con- 
struction of roads leading to those states. The object | huve in view, therefore, 
said he, is to avail ourselves of the fund thus constituted. At the last session, 








the subject was referred to a committee of seven members, and six of the com- 
mittee agreed to report a bill to that effect. 

Mr. RAnxuw suggested the propriety of referring this subject to the commit- 
tee which had just been constituted, on the subject of Roads and Canals, the 
object of the resolve sceming to come more within the province of that com- 
mittce. 
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the. Army of the United States, who eball be taken from the line of | 
the Army. 

On motion of. Mr. Brent, Resolved, That the Commiitee on 
Public Lands be insirneted to inquire into the expediency of re- 
viving the 7th seet of an act, entitled * An act supplementary to 
the several acta for the adjustment of land claims in the state of 
Louisiana,” approved Lith may, 1820, in relation to back conces- 
sion, and to extend its provisions so as to embrace every claim con- 
firmed by the United States, whether it be situated upon a water- 
eourse or-nol, 

Resolved, '‘Vhat the Committee on Public Lands be directed to 
inquire into the expedieney of causing patents to issue in the mode 
poiated out by law to persons whose claims to land. town or village 
jots,.in the state of Louisiana, have been confirmed by the several 
Boards of Commissioners, or by acts of Congress. agreeable to the 
surveys already made, in all cases where said surveys have not 
been made, as soon thereafter as the same shall be surveyed and 
returned to the proper authorities, 

_ Resolved, ‘What the Committee on Public Lands be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of offering the public land- for sale, as 
speedily as possible, in the districts south and porth of Red River 
in Lousiana. 

Resolved, That.the Committee on Public Lands be directed to 
inquire into the expediency of establishing a separate Surveyor 
General’s district in the state of Louisiana. 

Resolved, ‘hat the: Committee on Pabiic Lands be directed to 
inquire intothe expediency of reducing the price of all public /ands 
situated in the prairies of Louisiana, at a certain distance, to be 
fixed, from wood and timber, so as to enable the United States to 
dispose of the same. ’ 

On motion of Mr. Wm. Smira, Resolved, That the Committee 
on the Post Office aad Post Roads, be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of discontinuing the post route from Gile’s court- 
house, Va. by Chas. Dingess’s, Saml. Pack’s and Shoemate’s, the 
falls of Guyandotte, to Barboursville, in Cabell county ; and, in 
lieu thereol, to establish a route from Monroe court-house, crossing 
New River at Henry Ballinger’s ferry, thence by Saml. Pack’s, the 
marshes of Coal River to the heads of Guyandotte, thence to its 
falls, and thence to Barboursville. 

On motion of Mr. Ler, of Maryland, Resolved, That the Commit- 
tee onthe Post Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a post route from Newtown Trap, 
in the county of Frederick, to Crampton’s, in the State of Mary- 
land. 

The House proceeded to the consideration of the resolution of- 
fered yesterday, in relation to extending the Circuit Court of the 
United States into certain States. The questiou being on the 
amendment, it passed in the affirmative: and, thus amended, the 
resolution was agreed to, and then the House adjourned. 


Wednesday, December 10.—Seventh day. 


Mr. Camerecena, from the Committee of Ways and Means. 
reported a bill* making an appropriation of $35,190, for the relief 
Daniel D. Tompkins, which was twice read, and, on motion of 
Mr. Camerenenc, was referred to a committee of the whole, 
and made the order of the day for to-morrow. 


Mr. Cook said the subject of Roads and Canals, in general, was one which 
usually produced much discussion in this House: it was one respecting which 
there existed always doubtless an honest difference of opinion. The resolutioh 
now before the House by no means involved that question, its object being to 
vring iwto activity a fund set apart and specifically pledged for the purposes 
contemplated by the resolution. He would not therefore’ refer at to a com- 
mittee which was likely to have before it a vast deal of business from the older 
states, where it might, to use a common phrase, be overlaid by more ponderous 
subjects. 

* The Bill was accompanied by the following Report :— 

That, by an act of Cougress, passed at the last session, it was made the duty 
of the accounting officers of the Treasury to adjust and settle the accounts of 
the sad Daniel D. Tompkins, on principles of equity and justice, subject to the 
revision and final decision of the President of the United States : 

‘That the accounting officers of the Treasury, pursuant to the said act, have 
‘proceeded in the settlement of the said accounts, and have reported to the Presi- 
dent of the United States a balance in favor of Mr. Tompkins of 35,190 dollars. 

That the said Daniel D. Tompkins claims.a Jarger and additional allowance ; 
and this claim, together with the report of the Treasury officers, are still under 
the consideration of the President of the United States : : 

The President expresses an opinion, that, under all the circumstances of the 
case, the said Daniel D. Tompkins 1s entitled to a larger sun than that allowed 
him by the accounting officers of the Treasury. 

It is also state’ by the President, and appears to the Committee, that no 





Mr. Weestran, fromthe Committee on the Judiciary, reported — 
a bill to alter the time of holding the District Court of the United 


| States at Mobile to the fourth Mondays of April and November, 


which was read twice, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading to-morrow. 

The resolutions yesterday offered by Mr. Brent, for obtaining 
certain information from the Secretary and which were ordered 
to lie one day for consideration, were now taken up.f 

Mr. Camere cu, of Ohio, offered the following words, as an 
amendment to the resolution, ‘“* which has not yet been reported 
to this House.” - 

The question being taken on the amendment, it was adopted, 
The question then recurring on the resulution as amended. 

Mr. Wricut, of Ohio, moved to amend the resolutions by strik- 
ing out the words, * the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, be directed,” 
and insert * the President of the United States be requested.” § 

This motion to amend did not prevail, and the resolution, as 
first amended was adopted. Pa 

Mr. M*‘Lane, of Del. presented the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the President of tbe United States be request- 
ed to communicate to this House all such parts of | the 
correspondence with the government of Spain, touching the Flori- 
da treaty, to the period of its final ratification, which have not yet 
been communicated, and which, ia his opinion, it may not be ia- 
consisteat with the public interest to communicate. 

Mr. Stroras, of New.York, offered the foliowing resolution. 
Resolved, (hat the Postmaster General be directed to communi 
cate to this House a st*tement exhibiting the amount of postage 
received during the year 1822, at each Post Office in the United 
States, and the territories thereof. 

W hich resolution was ordered to lie on the table one day, 

On motion of Mr. Cat, Resolved. That the Committee on 
Roads and Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
opening a road in the most direct and practicable route from Pen- 
sacola to St. Augustine ; and, further, to inquire into the expedi- 





ency of opening a road from St. Mark’s to Cape Sable, in the 
Territory of Florida. 

Oo motion of Mr. Wairrtesry, Resolved, That the Committee 
on Military Affairs be instructed to inquire into the. expediency 
of providing, by law, for the distribution of arms to the Militia of 
the District of Columbia, in a proportion corresponding with the 
number of effective Militia in said District ; and for the designa- 
tion of a proper officer to receive the same. 

Mr. Gazzay, of Ohio, offered the following resolution, which 
was laid on the table for one day: Resolved, That the Postmas- 
ter General be directed to lay before this House the amount 
defaications in his department, which ocrurred previous to July, 





sum already reported in favor of Governor Tompkins would be of essential 
accomodation to him in his present situation ; and they therefore report a bill. 


t Mr. Owen, of Alabama, offered, as an amendment, an additional resolu- 
tion, requiring information respecting other Land Offices, which, at the sugge§- 
tion of Mr. WessteEr, he afterwards withdrew. ~ 

Mr. WriGut, of Ohio, expressed his doubts whether the intervention of the 
House was requisite in order to obtain the information . deisred, and, if not, he 
was opposed to it on principle. 

- Mr. BrEnT explained the objects he had in view in making this call, as the 
documents in question were indispensable to ewable the House to act under- 
standingly on several questions which will necessarily come before them the 
present session. 

{Mr W. observed, that he was by no means satisfied that this was the pro- 
per mode of obtaining the information. He doubted whether it was right for 
this House to. apply to the Heads of Departments at all; and rather thought 
the application should in all cases be made directly to the Executive. He for 
this reason offered the amendment. 

This ameudment was opposed by Mr.-BRENT, who assured the honorable 
gentleman that he had no impure or improper motives io wishing to call direct 
ly on the Secretary of the Treasury for the information he wanted. He beliey- 
ed he was pursuing the course which had usually been followed. What would 
be the consequence of adopting the principle proposed in the amendment ?) Must 
this House call on the President of the United States for every paper they may 
chance to want? 

Mr, LIVERMORE was opposed to the innovations, and to taking a circuitous 
mode of getting what might as well be obtained by a direct course. If the House 
should adopt the principle, and, as the gentleman had proposed, call on the 
President for all papers of this kind, all that the President could do, would be 
to call on the Heads of Department ;} and why ‘not goto them in the first in- 
stance? It bad been urged, as one \ehson against applying to the officers, 
that tbe calls upon them were becoming very numerous; but if this was a good 
| reason in behalf of the Heads of Department, what must be said in ase of 
‘the President, when all these calls were accumulated upon him ?: Whe Hoes 
| should consider the high and dignified relations under which the‘ President is 
| placed; aud not apply in person to him for details which might, and must; 
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1823, and which were not sued'foras directed by the 29th section 
of the act regulating the Post Office Establishment, designating 
the yeara when each occurred, and not to extend beyond 16 years. 


On motion of Mr. Owen, Resolved, That the Committee on |) 


itary Affairs be directed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
pons the prosecution of the work on Dauphin Island, for the de- 
fence of the bay and harbor of Mobile; and further, to inquire 
whether the plan now pursued by Government, in prosecuting the 
work on Mobile Poic‘, is the most practicable for the interest of 
the Government and the speedy completion of the work. 

The Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads were in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing the follow- 
ing post routes, viz :— : 4 

On motion of Mr. M’Kean, from Williamsport, in Lycoming 
County, Pa. through Canton, Troy, Columbia, and W ells, in Brad. 
ford County, to Elmira, in the state of New-York ; and from Jacob 
Granter’s in Canton Township, through Franklin and Monroe, to 
Meadsville in Bredford Couaty. 

On motion of Mr. Brent, from the port of Arkansas, in the 
Territory of Arkansas, to Monroe, in the county of Ouachita, 
Louisiana. 

On motion of Mr, Forsyra; from Houston Court House 
to De Kalb Court House, in Georgia, passing by Knox- 
ville, in Crawford County, Newman, in Pike County, and Fa: 
yetteville, in Fayette County, and extending the mail route now 
established from Macon to Covington, to begin at Marion, in 
Twiggs County, passing by Macon, in Bibb Connty, Forysth, in 
Monroe County, Hamilton, in Henry County, to Covington, in 

wton County. 
piesingrbennar "of Mr. Henry, from Hepkinsville, Kentucky, 
by the way of M‘Laughlin’s Mill, Fiat Lick, and Dover, 
to Jackson, in West ‘Tennessee. 

Mr. Hempnity presented the following, which was ordered to 
lie one day for consideration: Resolved, ‘That the President of 
the United States be requested to communicate to this House, 
copies of such parts of the correspondence of the late Minister of 
the United States at the Court of France, with the French Gov- 
ernment, and such parts of the correspondence of said Ministers 
with the Secretary of State, relative to claims of citizens of the 
United States for spoliations upon our lawful commerce, as, in 
the opinion of the President, may aot be inconsistent with the 
public interest. f 

On motion of Mr. Stanpirer, Resolved, That the Committee 
on Roads and Canals be instructed to inquire into the expedien- 
cy of making appropriations for the opening of a Canal between 
the navigable waters of the Tennessee and Coosy rivers. 

-On motion of Mr. Watcut, Resolved, That the Committee on 
the Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
viving aed amending the several acts of Congress, allowing 
salaries to the District Judges of the United States, so as to 
equalize, sa near as practicable, the compnesation to be received 
by said Judges. 


On motionof Mr. Cary, Resolved, That the Committee on | 
Military Affairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of |) 


fortifying the harbor of Pensacola. 

On motion of Mr. Waicat, Resolved, That the Committee on 
the Judiciary be instructed toinquire whether any, and, if any, 
what, alterations are necessary in the existing Jaws establishing 
rules of naturalization ; and, also into the expediency of furnish- 
ing copies of these laws to the courts of the several states author 
ized to naturalize aliens, so as to secure to persons desirous of 
naturalization the benefit thereof. Adjourned. 


Thursday, December 11th,—Eighth day. 


After the presentation and reference of petitions— 

Mr. WriuraMs, of North Carolina, from the committee of Claims, 
made a report, accompanied by a bill, for the relief of Charles M. 
Collier; which bill.-was twice read, and committed. 

The Seeaxer laid before the House a Report from the Secreta- 


ay of War, unfavourable to the petition of Edward W. Lewis; 


which was ordered to lie on the table. 

The Speaker also presented sundry documents respecting the 
contested election by Mr. Parmenio Adams; which where refer- 
ted to the Committee on Elections. 

The Speaker also laid before the House a letter from Wm, H. 
Jones, transmitting, as the Agent of Mr. Lucas, of Baltimore, a 
copy of his New and Universal Attas; which was read, and or- 
dered to lie on the tabte. 
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* The several resolutions yesterday offered by Mr. M‘Lanr. and 
Mr. Sroxes, were respectively considered and agreed to, without 
Opposition. 

_ The resolution relative to the post office establishment, offered 
yesterday, by Mr. Gazuay, of Ohio, was then taken up,* and on 
motion by Mr. Storrs, was amended by adding to the following 
words: “and the amount of any such deficiencies as may have been 
charged against the Postmaster General of the United States.” it 
was then adopted as amended. 

The resolution yesterday moved by Mr. Hempuri., was then 
taken up and agreed to. 

_ The committee on the Post Office and Post Roads were instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of establishiag mail routes :— 

On motion of Mr. Reynoups, from Humphreys to Stewart Coun- 
ty, by the way of Dover, and, from thence, directly te Hopkins- 
ville, Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. Herkimer, from the village of Coopersiown 
to Richfield Springs, in the county of Otsego, in the state of New- 
York. 

On motion of Mr. M'Kean, Resolved, That the bill to alter the 

judicial districts of Pennsylvania, reported to this House on the 
2d day of March, 1822, by the committee on the Judiciary, but 
never acted upon, together with the petitions on which it was 
founded, be referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
On motion of Mr. Breck, Resolved, That the committee on the 
Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing 
by law an uniform system of bankruptey throughout the United 
States. 

On motion of Mr. Kipper, Resolved, That the Committee on 
Commerce be instructed to inquire into the expediency of impos- 
ing a specific duty on Potatoes imported from Nova scotia, bre- 
land, and other foreign countries, 

Oa motion of Mr. Ricuagps, Resolved, That the committee on 
Military Affairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
constructing some works of defence. at some suitable poiat near 
the line dividing the United States from Canada, on the margin 
of Lake Champlain. 

On notion of Mr. Garrison, Resolved, That the committee on 
Commerce be directed to inquire into the expediency of erecting 
a beacon-light near the extremity of Cape Henlopen. 

On motion of Mr. Garrison, Resolved, That the Committee on 
Commerce be directed to inquire into the expediency of erecting 
a permanent light-house on the lower end of the Brandy wine 
Shoal, in the Bay of Delaware. 

On motion of Mr. Treueue, Resolved, That the Committee on 
the Judiciary be instructed to inquire whether any, and what, 
provision ought to be made by law, to insure a more speedy pub- 
lication of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
Sta_es.f ; : 





* Mr. GazLa¥ said, that by a refeyence to the act of Congress of 1792, regu- 
lating the Post office Department, it appeared that all the Postmasters of the 
United States were directed to settle their several accounts with the General 
Post Office every quarter; and, if they neglected to do so, the Postmaster Ge- 
neral was required to sue within three months. In 1810, the act was so altered 
as to extend the period within which the Postmaster General inust sue, from 
three months to six. Under such a regulation, expressly provided by the law, 
it was not to have been anticipated that so much defalcation should occur as 
the amount stated in the President's Message. From reports laid before this 
House by the late Postmaster General, it appeared that, in 1814, there was a 
| balance due the Department, from Postmasters, of upwards of ¢200,000. In 
} 1822, this ammount bad increased to $400,000 ; and it now stood, as appeared 
| by the President's Message, at upwards of $300,000. The object of the resolu- 
} tion be had just offered, was to possess this House of the true state of these de- 
faleations, in those particulars of which it was at present unadvised. 

Mr. Stores said, that, as he understood the fact, it was required, by a cer- 
tain act of Congress, that the amount of the deficiency of any Postmaster re- 
tained in Office, should, after the lapse of a certain time, be charged to the Post- 
master General. To ascertain whether that part of the law had been com- 
plied with, or not, Mr, S. moved to amend the résolution. 








t Mr. T. said it was well known that the decisions of the Supreme Court of 
the United States are sometimes not published until twelve or fifteen months after 
their rendition, He did not complain of this under the present system; but bis 
object was to insure an earlier publication of the Reports He thought that 
those who. are interested in the principles decided should not be left so long 
ignorant of what those decisions were : and it was, in his opinion, pretty obvious 
that those decisions might be published in two weeks, or at all events in three 
weeks. Atall events the subject was worth inquiring into. 

Mr. Prumer, of New-Hampshire, said, he could bave no possible objection 
to the inquiry, but that the fact is, that the existing law allows nine months for 
the completion of the publication, and that the time taken for that work had 











never, he believed, exceeded six months. 
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was referred tothe Committee on the Judiciary. 
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the times of holding the Circuit Court within the sixth- Circuit of 
South-Carolina District. \ That they: be likewise instructed to in- 
quire’into the propriety of exteniling the provisions of an act of 
Congress, approved the 2d of March, 1809, entitled “ An act to 
amend the judicial system of the United States, to meet the exi 
gency resulting from the death of a District Judge, as well as that 
which arises from his occasional disability.” 

On moticn of Mr. Wasenrt, Resolved, That the Committee on 
the Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the expediency of al- 
tering the times of holding the Circuit and District Courts of the 
United States in the circuit and district of Obio. 

Me. Becx submitted the following: Resolved that the Com- 
miitee on Manufactures be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of providing by law against counterfeiting such ovarks or 
names, as the manufactures of any kind of ware may see proper to 
write or stamp thereon.* 

The resolution, together with the copy of the report alluded to, 


Mr. Carrer offered the following: Resolved, That the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of repealing the duties at present imposed on books, charts, 
mana, and mathematical and philosophical instruments, imported 
into the United States for individual use 

The question being taken on the adoption of this resolution. 
it was decided in the negative. 

The House then resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 
Mr. Tayior in the chair, on the bill making an appropriation for 
the retief of Daniel D. ‘Tompkins-t 

The question was taken on striking out the enacting clause of 
the bill, and decided in the negative, by a large majority. 

Mr. Cocke then moved an amendment to the biil, the object of 
which was to declare that the amount now appropriated should be 
in full of the claim of Mr. ‘Tompkins. 

This amendment was also negatived ; and the committee then 
rose and reported the bill which was ordered to be engrosed for a 
third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. ‘TaxLor introduced a joint resolution for the appointment 
of a joint Committee on the Library of Congress; which was 
twice read, and ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. And 
then the House adjourned. 


Friday, December 12th,—Ninth day. 


Mr. Rawxtn, from the Committee on Public Lands, reported a 
bill “authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to furnish, for 
the use of the Territory of Arkansas, an abstract of the Military 
Bounty Lands lying within the same ;” which was twice read, and, 
being under consideration for a third reading— 

Mr. ‘Taycor moved an amendment, designating the Governor of 
Arkansas as the person to whom the abstract is to be sent; which 
was adopted: and the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. . 

Mr. Wrextams. from the Committee on Claims, reported unfa- 
yourable on the petition of the Levy Court of Calvert county, 
Marytand ;, and the report was laid on the table. 

Mr. Braptey, a member of the Committee on Public Lands, re- 
quested to be excused from serving, on account of ill health. The 
request was agreed to by the House. 

Mr. Futcer submitted the following : Resolved, That the Presi- 
dent of the United States be requested to communicate to this 
Flouse a plan for a Peace Establishment of the Navy of the United 
States. 

Oa motion of Mr. Hererex, Resolved, That the Committee of 
Commerce be iastructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
tishing the town of Bowdoinbam, in the collection district of Bath, 
in the State of Maine, a port of delivery. 





* Mr. B. observed that when Mr. Jefferson was Secretaty of State, applica- 
tion had been made to the government, by @ person who was desirous of obtain- 
sng the exclusive right to use a certain mark, which was to be put upon goods 
manufactured by him, The application was referred to Mr, J. who made a re- 
port thereon, a certified copy of which report he now held in his hand, and 
‘which he wished might go to the Committee to whom the resolution should be 
referred. The repor: recommended that it should be declared penal to coun- 
terfeit the mark of the place where a particular article was manufactured. 

+ Ab interesting debate arose in the: conmmiittee of the whole on the bill. 
It was opposed by Messrs, Coeke, and Livermore, ané supported by Messrs, 








On motion of Mr. Cone, Resolved, Phat the Committee of Ways 
and Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency of repeal. 
ing so much of the laws of the United States as imposes a duty on 
imported salt. , f 

Ou motion of Mr. Tomuinson, Resolved, That the Committee of 
Commerce be instructed to inquire whether it be expedient so to 
amend the act, entitled “ An act to regulate the collection duties 
on imports and tonnage” as to abolish the office of Measurer: to 
provide that the duties heretofore performed by the measurers, in 
virtue of said act, shall be periormed by the inspectors ; and ‘to pro- 
hibit the allowance of any additional compensation to inspectors 
for measuring. ; 

On motion of Mr. Test, Resolved, That the Committee on the 
Public Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency of reduc- 
ing the price of all the unsold lands in the State of Indiana tying 
east of a line drawn from the mouth of Kentucky river northwardly 
to Fort Recovery, near the head waters of the Wabash river ; also, 
all the unsold lands in said state included in a purchase made by 
the United States of the Delaware, Pottawatamie, Miami, and Eel 
river tribes of Indians, by treaty concluded at Fort’ Wayne by 
William Henry Harrison, as agent for said United States; and the 
‘ast mentioned Indians, bearing date the thirteenth day of Septem- 
ver, in the year A. D. 1809, immediately adjoining to-and lying 
westwardly along the aforesaid line running from the mouth of 
Kentucky river to Fort Recovery. 

On motion of Mr. Wairrte, Resolved, That the Committee on 
Military Affairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
amending the act making provision for arming and equipping the 
imnifitia of the United States, passed April 3, 1808, so that the 
arins, provided by virtue of said act, and transmitted to the several 
States and Territories of the Union, shall, by each State and Ter- 
ritory, be deposited and kept in proper arsenals, to be provided by 
said State or ‘Territory, ready to be delivered to the militia there- 
of only when called into.actual service of the United States, or of 
the State or ‘[erritorial government, and to be returned to such 
place or places of deposite when said service shall cease. 

On motion of Mr. CusuMan, Resolved, ‘That the subject of the 
Public Buitdings and the Public lands in the City of Washington 
be referred :o a Select Committee. 

Messrs. Cushman, Van Wyck, Cassedy, Brown, Hobart Bart: 
lett, Dwinnell. 

Mr. Coox submitted the following : Resolved, That the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury be directed to communicate to this House all the 
information in his possession, tending to show the circumstances 
connected with a recent robbery of the Land Office at Vandalia, 
in the State of [llinoise, and the justice of releasing the receiver of 
public moneys from his liability to the Government fer the sum 
lost by the said robbery. : 

*QOa motion of Mr. Conway, Resolved, That the Committee on 
Indian Affaire be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing three additional agencies west of the Mississippi. 

On motion of Mr. Isaacs, Resolved, That the Committee on 
Mititary Affairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the several laws allowing a bounty to enlisted soldiers or 
their beirs, and also the laws authorizing the commutation of the 
land bounty for balf pay; that the same bounty in land, or the 
allowance of half pay, may be extended to the children of such 
soldiers who may have been regularly enlisted. but who may have 
fallen in aetion or died before they had been mustered into service, 
as by law is allowed in other cases. 





A resolution from the Senate being read, for appointing a joint 
Committee on the Library, the House concurred in it, and directed 
the appointment of a committee of three on its part, 

‘The joint committee consists of Messrs: A. Smyth, Bradley, 
Poinsett, on the part of the House. Messrs. Dickerson, Ellison, 
Williams, on the part of the Senate . 

‘The House concurred in the resolution of the Senate for ap- 
pointing a joint committee for th disposal of the apartments of the 
Centre Building of the Capitol, being the part completed this sum- 
mer. 

The joint committee consists of Messrs. Taylor, Cuthbert, Con- 
dict, on the part of the House. Messrs. Dickerson, DeW olf, Lioyd, 
of Md. on the part of the Senate. 

The engrossed bill appropriating a certain sum of money. for the 
relief of Daniel D. Tompkins was read a third time, passed, and 
sent to the Senate for concurreveé. 





Carmbreleng, M‘Lane of Del. Clay, (Speaker) ‘Trimble, and Wood 


And then the Hou-e adjourned to Monday. 
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